
 
 

 
 

Art Exhibits 
April – Kristin Vacca – Photography 
May – Allyson Bolton - Multi-Media 
Library Meetings: 
Library Board 
Monday, April 10, 7:00 p.m. 
Monday, May 8, 7:00 p.m. 
Friends of the Library 
Wednesday, April 13, 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 10, 7:00 p.m. 
Library Hours (subject to change) 
Monday – Thursday 10:00 a.m. – 8:00 
p.m. 
Friday 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  
Saturday 10 :00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  
Sunday, May 21, will be the last 
Sunday opening 
Lucy-to-Go Curbside Pickup is still 
available during regular library hours, 
Monday – Saturday. 
Library Closings 
Friday, April 7 – Good Friday 
Sunday, April 9 – Easter Sunday 
Saturday, May 27 – opening at Noon 
Monday, May 29 – Memorial Day  
To Reach the Library 
General Info & Reference:  
(860) 665-8700 
Hours: (860) 665-8710 
Children’s Department:  
(860) 665-8720 
Administration:  
(860) 665-8730 
Fax: (860) 666-0034 
www.newingtonct.gov/library

The Friends of the Library  
sponsored the design, printing  
and mailing of this publication. 

Follow Us on  
Facebook, Twitter,  
Pinterest & Instagram

April &  
May, 2023

Children’s Book Bundles  
Let us create a personalized book 
bundle for your child! Visit our 
Reading Recommendations page to 
answer some questions online by 
filling out a special form.  
 
1000 Books Before Kindergarten 
We are excited to share the 1000 Books 
Before Kindergarten reading program 

with our patrons! This self-
paced program encourages 
families to explore the 
world of books, get prizes, 
grow as readers, and have fun 
together. More information is on our 
website. 

Indoor Challenges 
Our department has 
put together some fun, 
passive activities for kids to 
enjoy indoors! Come check 

out our I-Spy tank and see what you 
can spot. Also, use your eagle eyes to 
participate in our scavenger hunt. We 
hope you enjoy!
 
Topic Totes  
Have a child who loves bugs? Trucks? 
Cooking? Need some books to 
encourage potty training or 
sharing? Totes with books 
focused on one topic will  
be available for circulation.  
Call for more details.  

Grow Your Garden 
Saturday, May 6, 10:00 or 11:00 a.m. 
MULTIFACETED PROGRAM  
Drop in to start your home garden 
this spring. Sign up to make your very 
own salad bowl garden or select from 
a variety of beginner-friendly 
vegetables, herbs and spring floral 
seeds to plant. If gardens aren’t your 
forte, house plant clippings will also 
be available to take home and plant 
once they root. Sponsored by the 
Giving Garden at the Newington 
Senior and Disabled Center. 

 

Seed Library and 
Propagation Station 
Monday, May 8, 10:00 a.m. 
Drop in to the library 
beginning Monday, May 8 to visit our 
Seed Library and Propagation Station 
where you may pick up or donate 
seeds and houseplant clippings.  

Paint your Pet 
Thursday, May 11, 2:00 or 6:00 p.m. 
Create a portrait of your pet with 
watercolor artist Nancy Roman. Bring 
a 5 x 7 photo or color copy of your 
pet. All materials are provided.  
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Alvarium Roasting Company
Wednesday, April 5, 6:30 p.m.
Alvarium Roasting Company was established  
in 2022, following the ideals and beliefs of its 
sister company, Alvarium Beer Company. At 
Alvarium they look to make the world a better place 
through phenomenal coffee and hard work. Learn about the 
process of coffee roasting and try some too! Sponsored by 
Alvarium Roasting Company.  

Friends of the Library Book Sale — April 14 – 16 
Newington Senior and Disabled Center 
Preview: Friday, April 14, 5:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.  
$5.00 admission 
General Sale: Saturday, April 15, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Sunday Bag Sale: Noon – 3:00 p.m. Buy a Friends  
green bag for $10.00 and fill it with books for free!  
Refills are $8.00. Stock up and save.  

Teddy Bear Clinic 
Saturday, April 22, 10:15 a.m. – noon 
Volunteer teddy bear doctors are running a pop-up 
repair clinic here at the library for teddy bears and 
all gently loved stuffed toys. Drop in and enjoy 
crafts and reading materials while you wait for  
your wounded one to be repaired. Sponsored by the GFWC 
Newington/Wethersfield Woman’s Club.  

National Library Week There’s More to the Story 
April 23 – 29, 2023 

Please see these special events marked with an asterisk* 

*Digital Security: A Tour of Online Safety 
Tuesday, April 25, 1:00 p.m. 
It can be scary out there on the internet. Take a guided tour 
of how you can stay safe and secure online with some 
simple tips and general knowledge. If you can’t be there in 
person, join us live online through Zoom.  

*NEW! Story Seekers Book Club 
Tuesday, April 25, 6:00 p.m. 
For grades 5 — 8. An all-new book club for middle school 
students! For our first meeting, we’ll discuss the graphic 
novel, Sheets, by Brenna Thummler. Snacks & fun 
activities will be provided!  

Fashion In Fiction! Clothing speaks volumes  
in Jane Austen’s Regency Novels. 
Presented by dynamic performance artist Kandie Karle  
(The Victorian Lady) 
Wednesday, May 3, 1:00 p.m.  
A delightful show-and-tell on the clothing of Regency 
England as reflected in Jane Austen's 
fiction. The program includes dressing 
"Elizabeth Bennet” & “Mr. Darcy,” 
and readings from Miss Austen's 
letters and novels, while dressed in 
authentic Regency attire. Sponsored 
by the family of Cecile Deschler in 
honor of their mother. 

Dining 
Partners 
A huge “thank you” 
to new partners and the 
businesses who continue 
to support the library.  
Alvarium Beer Company
Arby’s
Balance Massage and Wellness
Big Night Entertainment
Bill Sonstrom
Boiling Soho
Brenda Auerback
Carvel
Casa Mia on the Hill
Cathy and Tom Lapierre
Cedar Mountain Commons 

Chef’s Dog House
Chick fil A
Chili’s
Cisco’s
Connecticut Beverage Mart
Connecticut Science Center
Cricket Press Inc.
CT Harm Reduction Alliance
CT Humane Society
Del Soul Spa
DiBella’s Subs
Doogies 
Eagles Nest
El Pollo Guapo
Elm Hill Pizza
Elm Hill Spirit Shoppe
EnL Nail Bar 
Flash Lady Photography

Friendly’s 
Geico
GoldBurgers
Hair on the Square
Hartford Flavor Company 
Hartford Wolf Pack 
Hartford Yard Goats
Ikura Sushi Bar
Indian Hill
Ivoryton Playhouse 
Joann Cromwell
Joey B’s
Joey Garlics
Julie Bergman
Karmas Closet
King Donuts
Labyrinth Brewing Company  
Leeann Manke 

Leslie Civitello
Lou and Mo’s Sandwich Shoppe
Magic Wings
Maria Rose
Mediterranean Market
Middlewoods of Newington
Ming Palace
Mooyah Burgers 
Mykonos Mediterranean  
 Restaurant
Mystic Aquarium
Mystic Seaport 
Naija Restaurant
Newington Parks and  
 Recreation
Newington Pizza &  Grinders
Olive and Thistle
Omar Coffee

Outback Steakhouse
Party City
Pat Pratt
Phoenix Pizza
Pinkie Nails & Spa
Plaza Azteca
Prime Burgers
Revolution Sports Club
Roger Eddy
Ruth Chris
Saputo Dairy USA LLC
Shannon Sorenson 
Sloppy Waffle
South End Café Pastry Shop
Steve’s Place
Stew Leonards
StrongHouse Yoga
Tanger Studio

Taylor Therapy Center
TGI Fridays
The Boss Grill
The Flying Monkey Bar and Grill
The Honey Baked Ham  
 Company 
The Kakery 
TJ’s on Cedar
Toasted Oats Café
Total Wine & More
Town Line Pizza
Tropical Smoothie Café
Turgeon Jewelers
Turnpike Pizza
Veggie World
Village Pizza
Wolf Woodworking
Yannis Pizza Restaurant

From the Library Director — Lisa Masten 
On behalf of the Library, I would like to thank our amazing Friends of the Lucy 
Robbins Welles Library and everyone who came to our Friends Winterfest, held on 
January 20 after a 3-year hiatus. I would also like to thank all of the people listed 
below who donated items to the sale. Without these people, businesses, and our hard-
working volunteers, including the high school students, and of course our tireless 
and dedicated Friends’ volunteers, we would not be able to have our wonderful event. 
Winterfest is one of our major fundraisers and the money we raise through events and 
membership dues provides funding for programming and new furniture, provides 
seed money for new and emerging technology, and helps support staff training. 

The library is also pleased to be able once again to offer two of our popular 
springtime fundraisers. The Friends Spring Book Sale will be held on Friday, April 
14, Saturday, April 15, and Sunday, April 16 at the Newington Senior and Disabled 
Center. Thousands of books and audiovisual materials will be available to purchase at 
this 3-day sale. In May, the Library Board of Trustees will hold its annual Newington 
Library 5K Challenge Road Race on Sunday, May 21 at 9:00 a.m. This is the 26th 
year of the library’s road race that begins and ends on Garfield Street near Mill Pond 
Park. Help support the race AND the library by running or walking in this annual 
fundraiser and community event.  

We look forward to seeing you at these fundraisers as well as seeing you at the library. 
As always, if there is anything we can do to assist you please do not hesitate to visit, 
email refdept@newingtonct.gov, or call the library at 860-665-8700.  

 

*Story Seekers Book Club 
Tuesday, April 25, 6:00 p.m. 
For grades 5 – 8. An all-new book club 
for middle school students! For our 
first meeting, we’ll discuss the graphic 
novel, Sheets, by Brenna Thummler. 
Snacks & fun activities will be 
provided!  

*Cookbook Club 
Wednesday, April 26, 6:00 p.m. 
Who doesn’t love breakfast for dinner? 
We will be making chocolate 
strawberry stuffed French toast. Kids in 
grades 3 – 5 can register beginning 
April 12.  

* Little Yogi 
Saturday, April 29, 11:00 a.m. 
For ages 18 months – 5 years old with a 
caregiver. Do you love storytime? Have 
you ever wanted to move along with the 
characters in the book? Now is your 
chance! Join us for literacy 
integration yoga with Heather 
from Nourished Mind 
Wellness. Registration 
begins April 15.   

MAY
Baby & Me Yoga 
Wednesday, May 3, 6:00 p.m.  
A special postnatal class for parents 
and their babies! Heather from 
Nourished Mind Wellness will cover 
different themes of yoga and 
mindfulness. This will be done through 
interactive, engaging, and 
age-appropriate mind-body 
movement. Registration 
begins April 19.  

Storytime yoga  
Saturday, May 6, 11:00 a.m.   
For ages 5 – 9. Do you love storytime? 
Have you ever wanted to move along 
with the characters in the book? Now is 
your chance! Join us for literacy 
integration yoga with Heather from 
Nourished Mind Wellness. Participants 
will explore the feelings associated with 
different stories while also developing 
an understanding of the contextual use 
of yoga and mindfulness in normal life. 
Registration begins April 22.  
Junior Cookbook Club 
Wednesday, May 10, 6:00 p.m. 
Kids in grades K – 2 can come 
hear a story then make mini 
cannoli. Registration begins 
April 26.  
Stories & Art 
Thursday, May 11, 10:15 a.m. 
Join us for a story and art program for 
2 – 4-year-olds and their caregivers. 
Registration begins April 27.  
Little Yogi 
Saturday, May 13, 11:00 a.m. 
For ages 18 months – 5 years old with a 
caregiver. Do you love storytime? Have 
you ever wanted to move along with 
the characters in the book? Now is 
your chance! Join us for literacy 
integration yoga with Heather from 
Nourished Mind Wellness.  
Registration begins April 29.  
Babies Love Music 
Monday, May 15, 10:15 a.m.  
Babies 6 – 24 months will 
have fun experiencing 
music with a caregiver. 
Come dance, sing, explore 
instruments, and hear a musical story 

in this special program. Registration 
begins on May 1.  
Lil Chefs 
Wednesday, May 17, 6:00 p.m. 
Love cooking with your 
kids? This is a program just 
for preschooler ages 3 – 5 
and a caregiver. We’ll start 
with a story, then make 
batidos, fruity Latin 
milkshakes. Registration begins May 3. 

 
Tales to Tails 
Saturday, May 20, 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. 
Children who love dogs 
or need to boost their 
reading skills may sign 
up for a 15-minute 
session reading to a 
certified therapy dog. Call to register 
beginning May 6. Sponsored by Cold 
Noses, Warm Hearts, Inc. 
Story Seekers Book Club 
Tuesday, May 30, 6:00 p.m. 
For grades 5 – 8. An all-new book club 
for middle school students! For our 
first meeting, we’ll discuss the book, 
When Life Gives You Mangos by Kereen 
Getten. Snacks & fun 
activities will be 
provided!  
Movers & Shakers:  
A Musical Storytime 
Wednesday, May 31, 10:15 a.m.  
Children ages 2 – 4 and a caregiver are 
invited to experience music in this 
high-energy program. Come sing, 
explore instruments and 
rhythm patterns, dance, 
and more. Registration 
begins May 17.  

The 26th Annual Newington Library 5K Challenge Sunday, May 21, 9:00 a.m.  at Mill Pond Park The 26th running of this event will be held at Mill Pond Park on Sunday, May 21, 2023 at 9:00 a.m. Runners will compete by age category with awards for the winning male and female runners within each division. Walkers are also welcome. Registration forms are available at the library, on the library’s website, or you can register online at raceentry.com. Preregistration is $10 for children (12 & under) and $25 per adult. Same-day registration is $10 for children (12 & under) and $30 per adult. Registration area will be in front of the library. Race packet pickup will be Saturday, May 21 from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. in the library parking lot and on race day. For more information see the library’s website.
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Please check the Adult Events webpage  
for up-to-date program info and access. 

Reminders!
Many of the programs 
the library offers are 

sponsored by the Friends of the 
Library. These programs are 
identified by this symbol.

All programs now require 
registration. They will be 

identified by this symbol. 

Program Info:
Information on how to join a 
program can be found on our 
website. Please contact the 
library for the most updated 
information. 

Online Registration  
for Library Programs 
Register online for 

programs and events. Some 
programs require registration to 
receive the Zoom link. 

Virtual Programs will 
continue to be held 
on Zoom. Program 

information, as well as well as 
the Zoom link will be emailed 
prior to the event.  

Other Programs that 
are recorded and do not 
require registration can 

be found on our YouTube channel 
or on our website. 

Dining Partner Program
The Lucy Robbins Welles 
Library Board of Trustees, 

in partnership with the Friends of 
the Library, continues to offer the 
Dining Partner Program. See 
what discounts or special deals 
your favorite participating 
restaurants will be offering. 
Dining tickets will be distributed 
by curbside pickup and other 
events, and are identified with 
the waiter symbol. 

Earth Day Grab & Go 
Beginning Monday, April 10 
for grades 6 – 12. Celebrate 
the birthday for Earth Day! 
This special kit will help you 
grow wildflowers from seeds. 
Kits are available while 
supplies last.  

Teen Cookbook Club 
Wednesday, April 12, 6:00 p.m. 
For grades 6 – 12. Join us for a 
milkshake party! We will make a 
variety of milkshakes and 
smoothies to enjoy.  

 

Teen Slime Time 
Tuesday, May 9, 3:00 – 4:15 p.m.  
For grades 6 – 12. Join us and create 
your own custom slime. Let your 
imagination go as you concoct your 
very own creation!  

Please note that registration is required for all 
programs. You may register up to two weeks in 
advance for programs. Call 860-665-8720 or 
visit the Children’s Events web page to register.

WEEKLY PROGRAMS:
Storytime for Ones
Mondays, April 3, 10, 17, 24 and  
May 1, 10:15 a.m.
Stories and songs for children 9 – 24 
months, siblings, and their caregivers. 
Play For All 
Tuesdays, April 4, 11, 18, 25, and  
May 2, 9, & 16, 10:15 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
Join us for this program geared for 
families with young children who have 
special needs. All are welcome! Partnered 
with Creative Interventions, LLC.
Storytime for Twos 
Wednesdays, April 5, 12, 19, 26 and 
May 3, 10:15 a.m. 
Stories, songs, and crafts for children 
24 months and older, siblings, and 
their caregivers.  
Storytime for 3 – 5-year-olds 
Thursdays, April 6, 13, 20, 27, and  
May 4 10:15 a.m.  
Stories, songs, and crafts for children 
ages 3 – 5, without caregivers.  
Family Storytime  
Thursdays, April 6, 13, 20, 27, and  
May 4, 6:30 p.m.  
Stories and songs for the whole family. 

APRIL 
Baby & Me Yoga 
Saturday, April 8, 11:00 a.m.  
A special postnatal class for parents and 
their babies! Heather from Nourished 
Mind Wellness will cover different themes 
of yoga and mindfulness. This will be 
done through interactive, 
engaging, and age-
appropriate mind-body 
movement. Registration 
begins March 25.  
Block Party  
Tuesday, April 11, 3:00 p.m. 
For grades K – 5. Join us for a free play 
session with Keva planks, Legos, and 
other fun building toys. 
Registration begins 
March 28.  
Storytime yoga  
Wednesday, April 12, 6:00 p.m.   
For ages 5 – 9. Do you love storytime? 
Have you ever wanted to move along with 
the characters in the book? Now is your 
chance! Join us for literacy integration yoga 
with Heather from Nourished Mind 
Wellness. Participants will explore the 
feelings associated with different stories 
while also developing an understanding of 
the contextual use of yoga and mindfulness 
in normal life. 
Registration begins 
March 29.  

Crafternoon 
Thursday, April 13, 1:30 p.m. 
Children in grades 1 – 5 are 
invited to get creative with 
some fun craft activities! 
Registration begins March 30.  
Tales to Tails 
Saturday, April 15, 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. 
Children who love dogs or need to boost 
their reading skills may sign up for a 
15-minute session reading to 
a certified therapy dog. Call 
to register beginning April 
1. Sponsored by Cold Noses, 
Warm Hearts, Inc. 
Teddy Bear Clinic 
Saturday, April 22, 10:15 a.m. – noon 
Volunteer teddy bear doctors are 
running a pop-up repair clinic 
here at the library for teddy bears 
and all gently loved stuffed 
toys. Drop in and  
enjoy crafts and reading materials while 
you wait for your wounded one to be 
repaired. Sponsored by GFWC Newington/
Wethersfield Woman’s Club. 
Earth Day: Newspaper Art  
Saturday, April 22, 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Happy Earth Day! Families can stop by 
the Children’s Department between 
11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. and 
re-use newspaper to make 
a cute animal picture. 
While supplies last! 

APRIL 
Culinary Delights – m&m Cookies 
Back by popular demand, Chef Rob Scott 
will share a video recipe each month on 
the library website! Throughout the month 
of April, you’ll be able to watch as Chef 
Scott makes m&m cookies. The recipe, 
ingredients list, and video link will be on 
the website.  

In-Person Coloring /  
Puzzle Get-Togethers 
Every first & third Tuesday  
April 4 & 18 and May 2  
& 16, 10:15 a.m. – noon 
Come to the library and socialize 
while coloring or working on puzzle 
packets. If unable to attend, coloring 
packets will be available at the Adult 
Reference Desk beginning on these 
days!   

Alvarium Roasting Company 
Wednesday April 5, 6:30 p.m. 
Alvarium Roasting Company was 
established in 2022, following the ideals 
and beliefs of its sister company, Alvarium 
Beer Company. Learn about the process of 
coffee roasting and try some too! 
Registration required.  
Page Turners Book Discussion  
Pachinko by Min Jin Lee 
Thursday, April 6, 6:30 p.m. 
Join us for a lively book 
discussion facilitated by  
Karen and Pat. All are 
welcome.  
Movies @ Your Library! Whitney Houston: 
I Wanna Dance with Somebody 
Tuesday, April 11, 2:00 p.m. 
A joyous, emotional, and heartbreaking 
celebration of the life and music of 
Whitney Houston, one of the greatest 
female R&B pop vocalists of all time, 
tracking her journey from 
obscurity to musical stardom. 
Starring Naomie Ackie, 
Stanley Tucci and Ashton 
Saunders. PG-13. Running 
time 146 mins.  

Grab & Go Puzzle Packets 
Every second and fourth Tuesday  
April 11 & 25, and May 9 & 23  
We put together packets of 
fun just for you. Each packet 
will include puzzles, word 
games, and more! Stop by to 
pick up your packet on or 
after the dates listed above. 

Friends Spring Book Sale 
April 14 – 16 
Friends of the Library Book Sale  
Newington Senior and Disabled Center
• Preview: Friday, April 14,  
 5:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. $5.00 admission 
• General Sale: Saturday, April 15,  
 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
• Sunday Bag Sale: Noon – 3:00 p.m.  
 Buy a Friends green bag for $10.00   
 and fill it with books for free! Refills   
 are $8.00. Stock up and save.  

Introduction to Wills  
and Estate Planning 
Thursday, April 20, 6:30 p.m. 
What do you know about estate 
planning? Join Attorney Paul 
Mawn for a basic introduction to what needs 
to be included in a Last Will and Testament, 
plus special provisions and clauses that can 
be added to meet certain individual needs. 
Sponsored by the Mawn Law Office LLC.  

*Brown Bag It with a Book Discussion 
@ the Library: The Flight Attendant  
by Chris Bohjalian 
Thursday, April 27, Noon 
Join us for this lively discussion while 
enjoying your bagged lunch brought from 
home.  

MAY 
Culinary Delights – Chicken Piccata 
Chef Rob Scott will share a video recipe each 
month on the library website! Throughout 

the month of May, you’ll be able 
to watch as Chef Scott makes 
Chicken Piccata. The recipe, 
ingredients list, and video link 
will be on the website. 

Fashion In Fiction! Clothing speaks 
volumes in Jane Austen’s Regency Novels 
presented by dynamic performance artist 
Kandie Karle (The Victorian Lady) 
Wednesday, May 3, 1:00 p.m.  
(See Front Cover for more info). 

Page Turners Book Discussion:  
Things We Lost to The Water  
by Eric Nguyen 
Thursday, May 4, 6:30 p.m. 
Join us for a lively book 
discussion facilitated by Karen and Pat. 
All are welcome.   

Grow Your Garden 
Saturday, May 6, 10:00 or 11:00 a.m.  
MULTIFACETED PROGRAM  
Sponsored by the Giving Garden  
at the Newington Senior and  
Disabled Center.    
Seed Library and  
Propagation Station 
Monday, May 8, 10:00 a.m.  
(See Front Cover) 

Movies @ Your Library!  
Jerry and Marge Go Large 
Tuesday, May 9, 2:00 p.m. 
Based on the true story 
about a long-married 
couple, Jerry and Marge 
Selbee, who win the lottery 
and use the money to revive 
their small town. Starring Bryan 
Cranston, Annette Bening, Rainn Wilson. 
PG-13. Running time 96 mins.  
Paint your Pet 
Thursday May 11, 2:00 or 6:00 p.m. 
Create a portrait of your 
pet with watercolor artist 
Nancy Roman. Bring a 5 x 
7 photo or color copy of 
your pet. All materials are 
provided.   

Critter Crochet 
Tuesdays May 16 and 23, 6:00 p.m. 
Learn the art of amigurumi – the Japanese 
art of crocheting small, stuffed yarn 
creatures.  You will make your very own 
simple chick.  No experience required – 
both beginners and experienced 
crocheters are welcome!   
Brown Bag It with a Book Discussion:  
The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane  
by Lisa See  
Thursday, May 18, noon 
Join us for this lively 
discussion while enjoying 
your bagged lunch brought 
from home.   

Race Packet Pickup 
Saturday, May 20,  
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Newington Library 5K Challenge 
race packets can be picked up in 
the library parking lot the day 
before the road race. Please bring 
ID to pick up your packet. 
Newington Library 5K Challenge 
Sunday, May 21, 9:00 a.m.  
at Mill Pond Park.  
(See front  
cover for  
details). 
 

Social Security Strategies and  
Your Retirement Future 
Thursday, May 25, 6:30 p.m. 
Choosing when to elect your Social Security 
benefits can be one of the most important 
decisions as you approach retirement. 
During this educational workshop, you will 
learn the influence of timing strategies on 
tax liability and overall benefit values. We 
will discuss spousal benefits, as well as 
widow, divorced and single claiming 
concepts. Additionally, we will illustrate 
how implementing social security timing in 
the context of your retirement planning is 
paramount to creating a successful 
retirement plan. 
Sponsored by USA 
Financial and Tax 
Services, LLC.  
Iconic America Trivia Night – Virtual 
Friday, May 26, 7:00 p.m. 
Kick off the summer with a trivia night 
of classic Americana questions! All ages 
are welcome and prizes will 
be awarded. Register for the 
Zoom link. Co-sponsored by 
the Beekley Community 
Library. 

 
  

One-on-One Technology 
Services: Tech 4U 
Make an appointment 
with a librarian and get 
help with your technology questions! 
Services offered include creating a 
social media account and help with 
using your laptop, smartphone, or 
tablet. Appointments are 30 minutes. 
Call the Reference Desk to request an 
appointment. 
Book A Librarian 
Make an appointment with a librarian 
to get help with internet searching, 
navigating the library’s website, using 
the library catalog, and setting up and 
using email. 

*Digital Security:  
A Tour of Online Safety 
Tuesday, April 25, 1:00 p.m.  
It can be scary out there on 
the internet. Take a guided tour of how 
you can stay safe and secure online with 
some simple tips and general 
knowledge. If you can’t be there in 
person, join us live online through 
Zoom.  

Using your Kindle 
Paperwhite with Libby! 
Thursday May 18, 6:30 p.m. 
Have a Kindle Paperwhite 
and not sure how to access 
materials? Attend this hands-on 
session, just in time for summer! You 
will need your library card, smartphone 
or tablet to download the Libby app, 
your Amazon account login, and your 
Kindle Paperwhite. 

Explore a different culinary spice each 
month. We’ll provide a small FREE take-
home kit, which will include a small 
sample of the spice, recipes and 
information, and the history of each 
featured spice. Call to reserve your kit. 
Supplies are limited.  

Spice It to GO! April Spice It to Go  
– Ground Clove  

Recipe:  
Orange Spice Cookies 
Pickup: April 17 – 22 

May Spice It to Go  
– Almond Extract 

Recipe:  
Swedish Pound Cake 
Pickup: May 15 –20 

Please check the Teen Events webpage  
for up-to-date program info and access. 

*NEW! Story Seekers Book Club Tuesday, April 25, 6:00 p.m.For grades 5 – 8. An all-new book club for middle school students! For our first meeting, we’ll discuss the graphic novel, Sheets, by Brenna Thummler. Snacks & fun activities will be provided! 

Tuesday, May 30, 6:00 p.m. For grades 5 – 8. An all-new book club for middle school students! For our first meeting, we’ll discuss the book, When Life Gives You Mangos by Kereen Getten. Snacks & fun activities will be provided!  

Children's

Adult Events Teen Activities

Save The Date

June 14, 2023

Friends Annual 

Meeting



 
 

 
 

Art Exhibits 
April – Kristin Vacca – Photography 
May – Allyson Bolton - Multi-Media 
Library Meetings: 
Library Board 
Monday, April 10, 7:00 p.m. 
Monday, May 8, 7:00 p.m. 
Friends of the Library 
Wednesday, April 13, 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 10, 7:00 p.m. 
Library Hours (subject to change) 
Monday – Thursday 10:00 a.m. – 8:00 
p.m. 
Friday 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  
Saturday 10 :00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  
Sunday, May 21, will be the last 
Sunday opening 
Lucy-to-Go Curbside Pickup is still 
available during regular library hours, 
Monday – Saturday. 
Library Closings 
Friday, April 7 – Good Friday 
Sunday, April 9 – Easter Sunday 
Saturday, May 27 – opening at Noon 
Monday, May 29 – Memorial Day  
To Reach the Library 
General Info & Reference:  
(860) 665-8700 
Hours: (860) 665-8710 
Children’s Department:  
(860) 665-8720 
Administration:  
(860) 665-8730 
Fax: (860) 666-0034 
www.newingtonct.gov/library

The Friends of the Library  
sponsored the design, printing  
and mailing of this publication. 

Follow Us on  
Facebook, Twitter,  
Pinterest & Instagram

April &  
May, 2023

Children’s Book Bundles  
Let us create a personalized book 
bundle for your child! Visit our 
Reading Recommendations page to 
answer some questions online by 
filling out a special form.  
 
1000 Books Before Kindergarten 
We are excited to share the 1000 Books 
Before Kindergarten reading program 

with our patrons! This self-
paced program encourages 
families to explore the 
world of books, get prizes, 
grow as readers, and have fun 
together. More information is on our 
website. 

Indoor Challenges 
Our department has 
put together some fun, 
passive activities for kids to 
enjoy indoors! Come check 

out our I-Spy tank and see what you 
can spot. Also, use your eagle eyes to 
participate in our scavenger hunt. We 
hope you enjoy!
 
Topic Totes  
Have a child who loves bugs? Trucks? 
Cooking? Need some books to 
encourage potty training or 
sharing? Totes with books 
focused on one topic will  
be available for circulation.  
Call for more details.  

Grow Your Garden 
Saturday, May 6, 10:00 or 11:00 a.m. 
MULTIFACETED PROGRAM  
Drop in to start your home garden 
this spring. Sign up to make your very 
own salad bowl garden or select from 
a variety of beginner-friendly 
vegetables, herbs and spring floral 
seeds to plant. If gardens aren’t your 
forte, house plant clippings will also 
be available to take home and plant 
once they root. Sponsored by the 
Giving Garden at the Newington 
Senior and Disabled Center. 

 

Seed Library and 
Propagation Station 
Monday, May 8, 10:00 a.m. 
Drop in to the library 
beginning Monday, May 8 to visit our 
Seed Library and Propagation Station 
where you may pick up or donate 
seeds and houseplant clippings.  

Paint your Pet 
Thursday, May 11, 2:00 or 6:00 p.m. 
Create a portrait of your pet with 
watercolor artist Nancy Roman. Bring 
a 5 x 7 photo or color copy of your 
pet. All materials are provided.  
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Alvarium Roasting Company
Wednesday, April 5, 6:30 p.m.
Alvarium Roasting Company was established  
in 2022, following the ideals and beliefs of its 
sister company, Alvarium Beer Company. At 
Alvarium they look to make the world a better place 
through phenomenal coffee and hard work. Learn about the 
process of coffee roasting and try some too! Sponsored by 
Alvarium Roasting Company.  

Friends of the Library Book Sale — April 14 – 16 
Newington Senior and Disabled Center 
Preview: Friday, April 14, 5:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.  
$5.00 admission 
General Sale: Saturday, April 15, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Sunday Bag Sale: Noon – 3:00 p.m. Buy a Friends  
green bag for $10.00 and fill it with books for free!  
Refills are $8.00. Stock up and save.  

Teddy Bear Clinic 
Saturday, April 22, 10:15 a.m. – noon 
Volunteer teddy bear doctors are running a pop-up 
repair clinic here at the library for teddy bears and 
all gently loved stuffed toys. Drop in and enjoy 
crafts and reading materials while you wait for  
your wounded one to be repaired. Sponsored by the GFWC 
Newington/Wethersfield Woman’s Club.  

National Library Week There’s More to the Story 
April 23 – 29, 2023 

Please see these special events marked with an asterisk* 

*Digital Security: A Tour of Online Safety 
Tuesday, April 25, 1:00 p.m. 
It can be scary out there on the internet. Take a guided tour 
of how you can stay safe and secure online with some 
simple tips and general knowledge. If you can’t be there in 
person, join us live online through Zoom.  

*NEW! Story Seekers Book Club 
Tuesday, April 25, 6:00 p.m. 
For grades 5 — 8. An all-new book club for middle school 
students! For our first meeting, we’ll discuss the graphic 
novel, Sheets, by Brenna Thummler. Snacks & fun 
activities will be provided!  

Fashion In Fiction! Clothing speaks volumes  
in Jane Austen’s Regency Novels. 
Presented by dynamic performance artist Kandie Karle  
(The Victorian Lady) 
Wednesday, May 3, 1:00 p.m.  
A delightful show-and-tell on the clothing of Regency 
England as reflected in Jane Austen's 
fiction. The program includes dressing 
"Elizabeth Bennet” & “Mr. Darcy,” 
and readings from Miss Austen's 
letters and novels, while dressed in 
authentic Regency attire. Sponsored 
by the family of Cecile Deschler in 
honor of their mother. 

Dining 
Partners 
A huge “thank you” 
to new partners and the 
businesses who continue 
to support the library.  
Alvarium Beer Company
Arby’s
Balance Massage and Wellness
Big Night Entertainment
Bill Sonstrom
Boiling Soho
Brenda Auerback
Carvel
Casa Mia on the Hill
Cathy and Tom Lapierre
Cedar Mountain Commons 

Chef’s Dog House
Chick fil A
Chili’s
Cisco’s
Connecticut Beverage Mart
Connecticut Science Center
Cricket Press Inc.
CT Harm Reduction Alliance
CT Humane Society
Del Soul Spa
DiBella’s Subs
Doogies 
Eagles Nest
El Pollo Guapo
Elm Hill Pizza
Elm Hill Spirit Shoppe
EnL Nail Bar 
Flash Lady Photography

Friendly’s 
Geico
GoldBurgers
Hair on the Square
Hartford Flavor Company 
Hartford Wolf Pack 
Hartford Yard Goats
Ikura Sushi Bar
Indian Hill
Ivoryton Playhouse 
Joann Cromwell
Joey B’s
Joey Garlics
Julie Bergman
Karmas Closet
King Donuts
Labyrinth Brewing Company  
Leeann Manke 

Leslie Civitello
Lou and Mo’s Sandwich Shoppe
Magic Wings
Maria Rose
Mediterranean Market
Middlewoods of Newington
Ming Palace
Mooyah Burgers 
Mykonos Mediterranean  
 Restaurant
Mystic Aquarium
Mystic Seaport 
Naija Restaurant
Newington Parks and  
 Recreation
Newington Pizza &  Grinders
Olive and Thistle
Omar Coffee

Outback Steakhouse
Party City
Pat Pratt
Phoenix Pizza
Pinkie Nails & Spa
Plaza Azteca
Prime Burgers
Revolution Sports Club
Roger Eddy
Ruth Chris
Saputo Dairy USA LLC
Shannon Sorenson 
Sloppy Waffle
South End Café Pastry Shop
Steve’s Place
Stew Leonards
StrongHouse Yoga
Tanger Studio

Taylor Therapy Center
TGI Fridays
The Boss Grill
The Flying Monkey Bar and Grill
The Honey Baked Ham  
 Company 
The Kakery 
TJ’s on Cedar
Toasted Oats Café
Total Wine & More
Town Line Pizza
Tropical Smoothie Café
Turgeon Jewelers
Turnpike Pizza
Veggie World
Village Pizza
Wolf Woodworking
Yannis Pizza Restaurant

From the Library Director — Lisa Masten 
On behalf of the Library, I would like to thank our amazing Friends of the Lucy 
Robbins Welles Library and everyone who came to our Friends Winterfest, held on 
January 20 after a 3-year hiatus. I would also like to thank all of the people listed 
below who donated items to the sale. Without these people, businesses, and our hard-
working volunteers, including the high school students, and of course our tireless 
and dedicated Friends’ volunteers, we would not be able to have our wonderful event. 
Winterfest is one of our major fundraisers and the money we raise through events and 
membership dues provides funding for programming and new furniture, provides 
seed money for new and emerging technology, and helps support staff training. 

The library is also pleased to be able once again to offer two of our popular 
springtime fundraisers. The Friends Spring Book Sale will be held on Friday, April 
14, Saturday, April 15, and Sunday, April 16 at the Newington Senior and Disabled 
Center. Thousands of books and audiovisual materials will be available to purchase at 
this 3-day sale. In May, the Library Board of Trustees will hold its annual Newington 
Library 5K Challenge Road Race on Sunday, May 21 at 9:00 a.m. This is the 26th 
year of the library’s road race that begins and ends on Garfield Street near Mill Pond 
Park. Help support the race AND the library by running or walking in this annual 
fundraiser and community event.  

We look forward to seeing you at these fundraisers as well as seeing you at the library. 
As always, if there is anything we can do to assist you please do not hesitate to visit, 
email refdept@newingtonct.gov, or call the library at 860-665-8700.  

 

*Story Seekers Book Club 
Tuesday, April 25, 6:00 p.m. 
For grades 5 – 8. An all-new book club 
for middle school students! For our 
first meeting, we’ll discuss the graphic 
novel, Sheets, by Brenna Thummler. 
Snacks & fun activities will be 
provided!  

*Cookbook Club 
Wednesday, April 26, 6:00 p.m. 
Who doesn’t love breakfast for dinner? 
We will be making chocolate 
strawberry stuffed French toast. Kids in 
grades 3 – 5 can register beginning 
April 12.  

* Little Yogi 
Saturday, April 29, 11:00 a.m. 
For ages 18 months – 5 years old with a 
caregiver. Do you love storytime? Have 
you ever wanted to move along with the 
characters in the book? Now is your 
chance! Join us for literacy 
integration yoga with Heather 
from Nourished Mind 
Wellness. Registration 
begins April 15.   

MAY
Baby & Me Yoga 
Wednesday, May 3, 6:00 p.m.  
A special postnatal class for parents 
and their babies! Heather from 
Nourished Mind Wellness will cover 
different themes of yoga and 
mindfulness. This will be done through 
interactive, engaging, and 
age-appropriate mind-body 
movement. Registration 
begins April 19.  

Storytime yoga  
Saturday, May 6, 11:00 a.m.   
For ages 5 – 9. Do you love storytime? 
Have you ever wanted to move along 
with the characters in the book? Now is 
your chance! Join us for literacy 
integration yoga with Heather from 
Nourished Mind Wellness. Participants 
will explore the feelings associated with 
different stories while also developing 
an understanding of the contextual use 
of yoga and mindfulness in normal life. 
Registration begins April 22.  
Junior Cookbook Club 
Wednesday, May 10, 6:00 p.m. 
Kids in grades K – 2 can come 
hear a story then make mini 
cannoli. Registration begins 
April 26.  
Stories & Art 
Thursday, May 11, 10:15 a.m. 
Join us for a story and art program for 
2 – 4-year-olds and their caregivers. 
Registration begins April 27.  
Little Yogi 
Saturday, May 13, 11:00 a.m. 
For ages 18 months – 5 years old with a 
caregiver. Do you love storytime? Have 
you ever wanted to move along with 
the characters in the book? Now is 
your chance! Join us for literacy 
integration yoga with Heather from 
Nourished Mind Wellness.  
Registration begins April 29.  
Babies Love Music 
Monday, May 15, 10:15 a.m.  
Babies 6 – 24 months will 
have fun experiencing 
music with a caregiver. 
Come dance, sing, explore 
instruments, and hear a musical story 

in this special program. Registration 
begins on May 1.  
Lil Chefs 
Wednesday, May 17, 6:00 p.m. 
Love cooking with your 
kids? This is a program just 
for preschooler ages 3 – 5 
and a caregiver. We’ll start 
with a story, then make 
batidos, fruity Latin 
milkshakes. Registration begins May 3. 

 
Tales to Tails 
Saturday, May 20, 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. 
Children who love dogs 
or need to boost their 
reading skills may sign 
up for a 15-minute 
session reading to a 
certified therapy dog. Call to register 
beginning May 6. Sponsored by Cold 
Noses, Warm Hearts, Inc. 
Story Seekers Book Club 
Tuesday, May 30, 6:00 p.m. 
For grades 5 – 8. An all-new book club 
for middle school students! For our 
first meeting, we’ll discuss the book, 
When Life Gives You Mangos by Kereen 
Getten. Snacks & fun 
activities will be 
provided!  
Movers & Shakers:  
A Musical Storytime 
Wednesday, May 31, 10:15 a.m.  
Children ages 2 – 4 and a caregiver are 
invited to experience music in this 
high-energy program. Come sing, 
explore instruments and 
rhythm patterns, dance, 
and more. Registration 
begins May 17.  

The 26th Annual Newington Library 5K Challenge Sunday, May 21, 9:00 a.m.  at Mill Pond Park The 26th running of this event will be held at Mill Pond Park on Sunday, May 21, 2023 at 9:00 a.m. Runners will compete by age category with awards for the winning male and female runners within each division. Walkers are also welcome. Registration forms are available at the library, on the library’s website, or you can register online at raceentry.com. Preregistration is $10 for children (12 & under) and $25 per adult. Same-day registration is $10 for children (12 & under) and $30 per adult. Registration area will be in front of the library. Race packet pickup will be Saturday, May 21 from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. in the library parking lot and on race day. For more information see the library’s website.

Children's

 

 

Please check the Adult Events webpage  
for up-to-date program info and access. 

Reminders!
Many of the programs 
the library offers are 

sponsored by the Friends of the 
Library. These programs are 
identified by this symbol.

All programs now require 
registration. They will be 

identified by this symbol. 

Program Info:
Information on how to join a 
program can be found on our 
website. Please contact the 
library for the most updated 
information. 

Online Registration  
for Library Programs 
Register online for 

programs and events. Some 
programs require registration to 
receive the Zoom link. 

Virtual Programs will 
continue to be held 
on Zoom. Program 

information, as well as well as 
the Zoom link will be emailed 
prior to the event.  

Other Programs that 
are recorded and do not 
require registration can 

be found on our YouTube channel 
or on our website. 

Dining Partner Program
The Lucy Robbins Welles 
Library Board of Trustees, 

in partnership with the Friends of 
the Library, continues to offer the 
Dining Partner Program. See 
what discounts or special deals 
your favorite participating 
restaurants will be offering. 
Dining tickets will be distributed 
by curbside pickup and other 
events, and are identified with 
the waiter symbol. 

Earth Day Grab & Go 
Beginning Monday, April 10 
for grades 6 – 12. Celebrate 
the birthday for Earth Day! 
This special kit will help you 
grow wildflowers from seeds. 
Kits are available while 
supplies last.  

Teen Cookbook Club 
Wednesday, April 12, 6:00 p.m. 
For grades 6 – 12. Join us for a 
milkshake party! We will make a 
variety of milkshakes and 
smoothies to enjoy.  

 

Teen Slime Time 
Tuesday, May 9, 3:00 – 4:15 p.m.  
For grades 6 – 12. Join us and create 
your own custom slime. Let your 
imagination go as you concoct your 
very own creation!  

Please note that registration is required for all 
programs. You may register up to two weeks in 
advance for programs. Call 860-665-8720 or 
visit the Children’s Events web page to register.

WEEKLY PROGRAMS:
Storytime for Ones
Mondays, April 3, 10, 17, 24 and  
May 1, 10:15 a.m.
Stories and songs for children 9 – 24 
months, siblings, and their caregivers. 
Play For All 
Tuesdays, April 4, 11, 18, 25, and  
May 2, 9, & 16, 10:15 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
Join us for this program geared for 
families with young children who have 
special needs. All are welcome! Partnered 
with Creative Interventions, LLC.
Storytime for Twos 
Wednesdays, April 5, 12, 19, 26 and 
May 3, 10:15 a.m. 
Stories, songs, and crafts for children 
24 months and older, siblings, and 
their caregivers.  
Storytime for 3 – 5-year-olds 
Thursdays, April 6, 13, 20, 27, and  
May 4 10:15 a.m.  
Stories, songs, and crafts for children 
ages 3 – 5, without caregivers.  
Family Storytime  
Thursdays, April 6, 13, 20, 27, and  
May 4, 6:30 p.m.  
Stories and songs for the whole family. 

APRIL 
Baby & Me Yoga 
Saturday, April 8, 11:00 a.m.  
A special postnatal class for parents and 
their babies! Heather from Nourished 
Mind Wellness will cover different themes 
of yoga and mindfulness. This will be 
done through interactive, 
engaging, and age-
appropriate mind-body 
movement. Registration 
begins March 25.  
Block Party  
Tuesday, April 11, 3:00 p.m. 
For grades K – 5. Join us for a free play 
session with Keva planks, Legos, and 
other fun building toys. 
Registration begins 
March 28.  
Storytime yoga  
Wednesday, April 12, 6:00 p.m.   
For ages 5 – 9. Do you love storytime? 
Have you ever wanted to move along with 
the characters in the book? Now is your 
chance! Join us for literacy integration yoga 
with Heather from Nourished Mind 
Wellness. Participants will explore the 
feelings associated with different stories 
while also developing an understanding of 
the contextual use of yoga and mindfulness 
in normal life. 
Registration begins 
March 29.  

Crafternoon 
Thursday, April 13, 1:30 p.m. 
Children in grades 1 – 5 are 
invited to get creative with 
some fun craft activities! 
Registration begins March 30.  
Tales to Tails 
Saturday, April 15, 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. 
Children who love dogs or need to boost 
their reading skills may sign up for a 
15-minute session reading to 
a certified therapy dog. Call 
to register beginning April 
1. Sponsored by Cold Noses, 
Warm Hearts, Inc. 
Teddy Bear Clinic 
Saturday, April 22, 10:15 a.m. – noon 
Volunteer teddy bear doctors are 
running a pop-up repair clinic 
here at the library for teddy bears 
and all gently loved stuffed 
toys. Drop in and  
enjoy crafts and reading materials while 
you wait for your wounded one to be 
repaired. Sponsored by GFWC Newington/
Wethersfield Woman’s Club. 
Earth Day: Newspaper Art  
Saturday, April 22, 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Happy Earth Day! Families can stop by 
the Children’s Department between 
11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. and 
re-use newspaper to make 
a cute animal picture. 
While supplies last! 

APRIL 
Culinary Delights – m&m Cookies 
Back by popular demand, Chef Rob Scott 
will share a video recipe each month on 
the library website! Throughout the month 
of April, you’ll be able to watch as Chef 
Scott makes m&m cookies. The recipe, 
ingredients list, and video link will be on 
the website.  

In-Person Coloring /  
Puzzle Get-Togethers 
Every first & third Tuesday  
April 4 & 18 and May 2  
& 16, 10:15 a.m. – noon 
Come to the library and socialize 
while coloring or working on puzzle 
packets. If unable to attend, coloring 
packets will be available at the Adult 
Reference Desk beginning on these 
days!   

Alvarium Roasting Company 
Wednesday April 5, 6:30 p.m. 
Alvarium Roasting Company was 
established in 2022, following the ideals 
and beliefs of its sister company, Alvarium 
Beer Company. Learn about the process of 
coffee roasting and try some too! 
Registration required.  
Page Turners Book Discussion  
Pachinko by Min Jin Lee 
Thursday, April 6, 6:30 p.m. 
Join us for a lively book 
discussion facilitated by  
Karen and Pat. All are 
welcome.  
Movies @ Your Library! Whitney Houston: 
I Wanna Dance with Somebody 
Tuesday, April 11, 2:00 p.m. 
A joyous, emotional, and heartbreaking 
celebration of the life and music of 
Whitney Houston, one of the greatest 
female R&B pop vocalists of all time, 
tracking her journey from 
obscurity to musical stardom. 
Starring Naomie Ackie, 
Stanley Tucci and Ashton 
Saunders. PG-13. Running 
time 146 mins.  

Grab & Go Puzzle Packets 
Every second and fourth Tuesday  
April 11 & 25, and May 9 & 23  
We put together packets of 
fun just for you. Each packet 
will include puzzles, word 
games, and more! Stop by to 
pick up your packet on or 
after the dates listed above. 

Friends Spring Book Sale 
April 14 – 16 
Friends of the Library Book Sale  
Newington Senior and Disabled Center
• Preview: Friday, April 14,  
 5:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. $5.00 admission 
• General Sale: Saturday, April 15,  
 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
• Sunday Bag Sale: Noon – 3:00 p.m.  
 Buy a Friends green bag for $10.00   
 and fill it with books for free! Refills   
 are $8.00. Stock up and save.  

Introduction to Wills  
and Estate Planning 
Thursday, April 20, 6:30 p.m. 
What do you know about estate 
planning? Join Attorney Paul 
Mawn for a basic introduction to what needs 
to be included in a Last Will and Testament, 
plus special provisions and clauses that can 
be added to meet certain individual needs. 
Sponsored by the Mawn Law Office LLC.  

*Brown Bag It with a Book Discussion 
@ the Library: The Flight Attendant  
by Chris Bohjalian 
Thursday, April 27, Noon 
Join us for this lively discussion while 
enjoying your bagged lunch brought from 
home.  

MAY 
Culinary Delights – Chicken Piccata 
Chef Rob Scott will share a video recipe each 
month on the library website! Throughout 

the month of May, you’ll be able 
to watch as Chef Scott makes 
Chicken Piccata. The recipe, 
ingredients list, and video link 
will be on the website. 

Fashion In Fiction! Clothing speaks 
volumes in Jane Austen’s Regency Novels 
presented by dynamic performance artist 
Kandie Karle (The Victorian Lady) 
Wednesday, May 3, 1:00 p.m.  
(See Front Cover for more info). 

Page Turners Book Discussion:  
Things We Lost to The Water  
by Eric Nguyen 
Thursday, May 4, 6:30 p.m. 
Join us for a lively book 
discussion facilitated by Karen and Pat. 
All are welcome.   

Grow Your Garden 
Saturday, May 6, 10:00 or 11:00 a.m.  
MULTIFACETED PROGRAM  
Sponsored by the Giving Garden  
at the Newington Senior and  
Disabled Center.    
Seed Library and  
Propagation Station 
Monday, May 8, 10:00 a.m.  
(See Front Cover) 

Movies @ Your Library!  
Jerry and Marge Go Large 
Tuesday, May 9, 2:00 p.m. 
Based on the true story 
about a long-married 
couple, Jerry and Marge 
Selbee, who win the lottery 
and use the money to revive 
their small town. Starring Bryan 
Cranston, Annette Bening, Rainn Wilson. 
PG-13. Running time 96 mins.  
Paint your Pet 
Thursday May 11, 2:00 or 6:00 p.m. 
Create a portrait of your 
pet with watercolor artist 
Nancy Roman. Bring a 5 x 
7 photo or color copy of 
your pet. All materials are 
provided.   

Critter Crochet 
Tuesdays May 16 and 23, 6:00 p.m. 
Learn the art of amigurumi – the Japanese 
art of crocheting small, stuffed yarn 
creatures.  You will make your very own 
simple chick.  No experience required – 
both beginners and experienced 
crocheters are welcome!   
Brown Bag It with a Book Discussion:  
The Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane  
by Lisa See  
Thursday, May 18, noon 
Join us for this lively 
discussion while enjoying 
your bagged lunch brought 
from home.   

Race Packet Pickup 
Saturday, May 20,  
10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Newington Library 5K Challenge 
race packets can be picked up in 
the library parking lot the day 
before the road race. Please bring 
ID to pick up your packet. 
Newington Library 5K Challenge 
Sunday, May 21, 9:00 a.m.  
at Mill Pond Park.  
(See front  
cover for  
details). 
 

Social Security Strategies and  
Your Retirement Future 
Thursday, May 25, 6:30 p.m. 
Choosing when to elect your Social Security 
benefits can be one of the most important 
decisions as you approach retirement. 
During this educational workshop, you will 
learn the influence of timing strategies on 
tax liability and overall benefit values. We 
will discuss spousal benefits, as well as 
widow, divorced and single claiming 
concepts. Additionally, we will illustrate 
how implementing social security timing in 
the context of your retirement planning is 
paramount to creating a successful 
retirement plan. 
Sponsored by USA 
Financial and Tax 
Services, LLC.  
Iconic America Trivia Night – Virtual 
Friday, May 26, 7:00 p.m. 
Kick off the summer with a trivia night 
of classic Americana questions! All ages 
are welcome and prizes will 
be awarded. Register for the 
Zoom link. Co-sponsored by 
the Beekley Community 
Library. 

 
  

One-on-One Technology 
Services: Tech 4U 
Make an appointment 
with a librarian and get 
help with your technology questions! 
Services offered include creating a 
social media account and help with 
using your laptop, smartphone, or 
tablet. Appointments are 30 minutes. 
Call the Reference Desk to request an 
appointment. 
Book A Librarian 
Make an appointment with a librarian 
to get help with internet searching, 
navigating the library’s website, using 
the library catalog, and setting up and 
using email. 

*Digital Security:  
A Tour of Online Safety 
Tuesday, April 25, 1:00 p.m.  
It can be scary out there on 
the internet. Take a guided tour of how 
you can stay safe and secure online with 
some simple tips and general 
knowledge. If you can’t be there in 
person, join us live online through 
Zoom.  

Using your Kindle 
Paperwhite with Libby! 
Thursday May 18, 6:30 p.m. 
Have a Kindle Paperwhite 
and not sure how to access 
materials? Attend this hands-on 
session, just in time for summer! You 
will need your library card, smartphone 
or tablet to download the Libby app, 
your Amazon account login, and your 
Kindle Paperwhite. 

Explore a different culinary spice each 
month. We’ll provide a small FREE take-
home kit, which will include a small 
sample of the spice, recipes and 
information, and the history of each 
featured spice. Call to reserve your kit. 
Supplies are limited.  

Spice It to GO! April Spice It to Go  
– Ground Clove  

Recipe:  
Orange Spice Cookies 
Pickup: April 17 – 22 

May Spice It to Go  
– Almond Extract 

Recipe:  
Swedish Pound Cake 
Pickup: May 15 –20 

Please check the Teen Events webpage  
for up-to-date program info and access. 

*NEW! Story Seekers Book Club Tuesday, April 25, 6:00 p.m.For grades 5 – 8. An all-new book club for middle school students! For our first meeting, we’ll discuss the graphic novel, Sheets, by Brenna Thummler. Snacks & fun activities will be provided! 

Tuesday, May 30, 6:00 p.m. For grades 5 – 8. An all-new book club for middle school students! For our first meeting, we’ll discuss the book, When Life Gives You Mangos by Kereen Getten. Snacks & fun activities will be provided!  
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Art Exhibits 
April – Kristin Vacca – Photography 
May – Allyson Bolton - Multi-Media 
Library Meetings: 
Library Board 
Monday, April 10, 7:00 p.m. 
Monday, May 8, 7:00 p.m. 
Friends of the Library 
Wednesday, April 13, 7:00 p.m. 
Wednesday, May 10, 7:00 p.m. 
Library Hours (subject to change) 
Monday – Thursday 10:00 a.m. – 8:00 
p.m. 
Friday 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  
Saturday 10 :00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.  
Sunday, May 21, will be the last 
Sunday opening 
Lucy-to-Go Curbside Pickup is still 
available during regular library hours, 
Monday – Saturday. 
Library Closings 
Friday, April 7 – Good Friday 
Sunday, April 9 – Easter Sunday 
Saturday, May 27 – opening at Noon 
Monday, May 29 – Memorial Day  
To Reach the Library 
General Info & Reference:  
(860) 665-8700 
Hours: (860) 665-8710 
Children’s Department:  
(860) 665-8720 
Administration:  
(860) 665-8730 
Fax: (860) 666-0034 
www.newingtonct.gov/library

The Friends of the Library  
sponsored the design, printing  
and mailing of this publication. 

Follow Us on  
Facebook, Twitter,  
Pinterest & Instagram

April &  
May, 2023

Children’s Book Bundles  
Let us create a personalized book 
bundle for your child! Visit our 
Reading Recommendations page to 
answer some questions online by 
filling out a special form.  
 
1000 Books Before Kindergarten 
We are excited to share the 1000 Books 
Before Kindergarten reading program 

with our patrons! This self-
paced program encourages 
families to explore the 
world of books, get prizes, 
grow as readers, and have fun 
together. More information is on our 
website. 

Indoor Challenges 
Our department has 
put together some fun, 
passive activities for kids to 
enjoy indoors! Come check 

out our I-Spy tank and see what you 
can spot. Also, use your eagle eyes to 
participate in our scavenger hunt. We 
hope you enjoy!
 
Topic Totes  
Have a child who loves bugs? Trucks? 
Cooking? Need some books to 
encourage potty training or 
sharing? Totes with books 
focused on one topic will  
be available for circulation.  
Call for more details.  

Grow Your Garden 
Saturday, May 6, 10:00 or 11:00 a.m. 
MULTIFACETED PROGRAM  
Drop in to start your home garden 
this spring. Sign up to make your very 
own salad bowl garden or select from 
a variety of beginner-friendly 
vegetables, herbs and spring floral 
seeds to plant. If gardens aren’t your 
forte, house plant clippings will also 
be available to take home and plant 
once they root. Sponsored by the 
Giving Garden at the Newington 
Senior and Disabled Center. 

 

Seed Library and 
Propagation Station 
Monday, May 8, 10:00 a.m. 
Drop in to the library 
beginning Monday, May 8 to visit our 
Seed Library and Propagation Station 
where you may pick up or donate 
seeds and houseplant clippings.  

Paint your Pet 
Thursday, May 11, 2:00 or 6:00 p.m. 
Create a portrait of your pet with 
watercolor artist Nancy Roman. Bring 
a 5 x 7 photo or color copy of your 
pet. All materials are provided.  

N
A

T
IO

N
A

L
LI

B
R

A
R
Y

W
E
E
K

Ap
ri

l 2
3–

29
, 2

02
3

Alvarium Roasting Company
Wednesday, April 5, 6:30 p.m.
Alvarium Roasting Company was established  
in 2022, following the ideals and beliefs of its 
sister company, Alvarium Beer Company. At 
Alvarium they look to make the world a better place 
through phenomenal coffee and hard work. Learn about the 
process of coffee roasting and try some too! Sponsored by 
Alvarium Roasting Company.  

Friends of the Library Book Sale — April 14 – 16 
Newington Senior and Disabled Center 
Preview: Friday, April 14, 5:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.  
$5.00 admission 
General Sale: Saturday, April 15, 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Sunday Bag Sale: Noon – 3:00 p.m. Buy a Friends  
green bag for $10.00 and fill it with books for free!  
Refills are $8.00. Stock up and save.  

Teddy Bear Clinic 
Saturday, April 22, 10:15 a.m. – noon 
Volunteer teddy bear doctors are running a pop-up 
repair clinic here at the library for teddy bears and 
all gently loved stuffed toys. Drop in and enjoy 
crafts and reading materials while you wait for  
your wounded one to be repaired. Sponsored by the GFWC 
Newington/Wethersfield Woman’s Club.  

National Library Week There’s More to the Story 
April 23 – 29, 2023 

Please see these special events marked with an asterisk* 

*Digital Security: A Tour of Online Safety 
Tuesday, April 25, 1:00 p.m. 
It can be scary out there on the internet. Take a guided tour 
of how you can stay safe and secure online with some 
simple tips and general knowledge. If you can’t be there in 
person, join us live online through Zoom.  

*NEW! Story Seekers Book Club 
Tuesday, April 25, 6:00 p.m. 
For grades 5 — 8. An all-new book club for middle school 
students! For our first meeting, we’ll discuss the graphic 
novel, Sheets, by Brenna Thummler. Snacks & fun 
activities will be provided!  

Fashion In Fiction! Clothing speaks volumes  
in Jane Austen’s Regency Novels. 
Presented by dynamic performance artist Kandie Karle  
(The Victorian Lady) 
Wednesday, May 3, 1:00 p.m.  
A delightful show-and-tell on the clothing of Regency 
England as reflected in Jane Austen's 
fiction. The program includes dressing 
"Elizabeth Bennet” & “Mr. Darcy,” 
and readings from Miss Austen's 
letters and novels, while dressed in 
authentic Regency attire. Sponsored 
by the family of Cecile Deschler in 
honor of their mother. 

Dining 
Partners 
A huge “thank you” 
to new partners and the 
businesses who continue 
to support the library.  
Alvarium Beer Company
Arby’s
Balance Massage and Wellness
Big Night Entertainment
Bill Sonstrom
Boiling Soho
Brenda Auerback
Carvel
Casa Mia on the Hill
Cathy and Tom Lapierre
Cedar Mountain Commons 

Chef’s Dog House
Chick fil A
Chili’s
Cisco’s
Connecticut Beverage Mart
Connecticut Science Center
Cricket Press Inc.
CT Harm Reduction Alliance
CT Humane Society
Del Soul Spa
DiBella’s Subs
Doogies 
Eagles Nest
El Pollo Guapo
Elm Hill Pizza
Elm Hill Spirit Shoppe
EnL Nail Bar 
Flash Lady Photography

Friendly’s 
Geico
GoldBurgers
Hair on the Square
Hartford Flavor Company 
Hartford Wolf Pack 
Hartford Yard Goats
Ikura Sushi Bar
Indian Hill
Ivoryton Playhouse 
Joann Cromwell
Joey B’s
Joey Garlics
Julie Bergman
Karmas Closet
King Donuts
Labyrinth Brewing Company  
Leeann Manke 

Leslie Civitello
Lou and Mo’s Sandwich Shoppe
Magic Wings
Maria Rose
Mediterranean Market
Middlewoods of Newington
Ming Palace
Mooyah Burgers 
Mykonos Mediterranean  
 Restaurant
Mystic Aquarium
Mystic Seaport 
Naija Restaurant
Newington Parks and  
 Recreation
Newington Pizza &  Grinders
Olive and Thistle
Omar Coffee

Outback Steakhouse
Party City
Pat Pratt
Phoenix Pizza
Pinkie Nails & Spa
Plaza Azteca
Prime Burgers
Revolution Sports Club
Roger Eddy
Ruth Chris
Saputo Dairy USA LLC
Shannon Sorenson 
Sloppy Waffle
South End Café Pastry Shop
Steve’s Place
Stew Leonards
StrongHouse Yoga
Tanger Studio

Taylor Therapy Center
TGI Fridays
The Boss Grill
The Flying Monkey Bar and Grill
The Honey Baked Ham  
 Company 
The Kakery 
TJ’s on Cedar
Toasted Oats Café
Total Wine & More
Town Line Pizza
Tropical Smoothie Café
Turgeon Jewelers
Turnpike Pizza
Veggie World
Village Pizza
Wolf Woodworking
Yannis Pizza Restaurant

From the Library Director — Lisa Masten 
On behalf of the Library, I would like to thank our amazing Friends of the Lucy 
Robbins Welles Library and everyone who came to our Friends Winterfest, held on 
January 20 after a 3-year hiatus. I would also like to thank all of the people listed 
below who donated items to the sale. Without these people, businesses, and our hard-
working volunteers, including the high school students, and of course our tireless 
and dedicated Friends’ volunteers, we would not be able to have our wonderful event. 
Winterfest is one of our major fundraisers and the money we raise through events and 
membership dues provides funding for programming and new furniture, provides 
seed money for new and emerging technology, and helps support staff training. 

The library is also pleased to be able once again to offer two of our popular 
springtime fundraisers. The Friends Spring Book Sale will be held on Friday, April 
14, Saturday, April 15, and Sunday, April 16 at the Newington Senior and Disabled 
Center. Thousands of books and audiovisual materials will be available to purchase at 
this 3-day sale. In May, the Library Board of Trustees will hold its annual Newington 
Library 5K Challenge Road Race on Sunday, May 21 at 9:00 a.m. This is the 26th 
year of the library’s road race that begins and ends on Garfield Street near Mill Pond 
Park. Help support the race AND the library by running or walking in this annual 
fundraiser and community event.  

We look forward to seeing you at these fundraisers as well as seeing you at the library. 
As always, if there is anything we can do to assist you please do not hesitate to visit, 
email refdept@newingtonct.gov, or call the library at 860-665-8700.  

 

*Story Seekers Book Club 
Tuesday, April 25, 6:00 p.m. 
For grades 5 – 8. An all-new book club 
for middle school students! For our 
first meeting, we’ll discuss the graphic 
novel, Sheets, by Brenna Thummler. 
Snacks & fun activities will be 
provided!  

*Cookbook Club 
Wednesday, April 26, 6:00 p.m. 
Who doesn’t love breakfast for dinner? 
We will be making chocolate 
strawberry stuffed French toast. Kids in 
grades 3 – 5 can register beginning 
April 12.  

* Little Yogi 
Saturday, April 29, 11:00 a.m. 
For ages 18 months – 5 years old with a 
caregiver. Do you love storytime? Have 
you ever wanted to move along with the 
characters in the book? Now is your 
chance! Join us for literacy 
integration yoga with Heather 
from Nourished Mind 
Wellness. Registration 
begins April 15.   

MAY
Baby & Me Yoga 
Wednesday, May 3, 6:00 p.m.  
A special postnatal class for parents 
and their babies! Heather from 
Nourished Mind Wellness will cover 
different themes of yoga and 
mindfulness. This will be done through 
interactive, engaging, and 
age-appropriate mind-body 
movement. Registration 
begins April 19.  

Storytime yoga  
Saturday, May 6, 11:00 a.m.   
For ages 5 – 9. Do you love storytime? 
Have you ever wanted to move along 
with the characters in the book? Now is 
your chance! Join us for literacy 
integration yoga with Heather from 
Nourished Mind Wellness. Participants 
will explore the feelings associated with 
different stories while also developing 
an understanding of the contextual use 
of yoga and mindfulness in normal life. 
Registration begins April 22.  
Junior Cookbook Club 
Wednesday, May 10, 6:00 p.m. 
Kids in grades K – 2 can come 
hear a story then make mini 
cannoli. Registration begins 
April 26.  
Stories & Art 
Thursday, May 11, 10:15 a.m. 
Join us for a story and art program for 
2 – 4-year-olds and their caregivers. 
Registration begins April 27.  
Little Yogi 
Saturday, May 13, 11:00 a.m. 
For ages 18 months – 5 years old with a 
caregiver. Do you love storytime? Have 
you ever wanted to move along with 
the characters in the book? Now is 
your chance! Join us for literacy 
integration yoga with Heather from 
Nourished Mind Wellness.  
Registration begins April 29.  
Babies Love Music 
Monday, May 15, 10:15 a.m.  
Babies 6 – 24 months will 
have fun experiencing 
music with a caregiver. 
Come dance, sing, explore 
instruments, and hear a musical story 

in this special program. Registration 
begins on May 1.  
Lil Chefs 
Wednesday, May 17, 6:00 p.m. 
Love cooking with your 
kids? This is a program just 
for preschooler ages 3 – 5 
and a caregiver. We’ll start 
with a story, then make 
batidos, fruity Latin 
milkshakes. Registration begins May 3. 

 
Tales to Tails 
Saturday, May 20, 1:00 – 2:30 p.m. 
Children who love dogs 
or need to boost their 
reading skills may sign 
up for a 15-minute 
session reading to a 
certified therapy dog. Call to register 
beginning May 6. Sponsored by Cold 
Noses, Warm Hearts, Inc. 
Story Seekers Book Club 
Tuesday, May 30, 6:00 p.m. 
For grades 5 – 8. An all-new book club 
for middle school students! For our 
first meeting, we’ll discuss the book, 
When Life Gives You Mangos by Kereen 
Getten. Snacks & fun 
activities will be 
provided!  
Movers & Shakers:  
A Musical Storytime 
Wednesday, May 31, 10:15 a.m.  
Children ages 2 – 4 and a caregiver are 
invited to experience music in this 
high-energy program. Come sing, 
explore instruments and 
rhythm patterns, dance, 
and more. Registration 
begins May 17.  

The 26th Annual Newington Library 5K Challenge Sunday, May 21, 9:00 a.m.  at Mill Pond Park The 26th running of this event will be held at Mill Pond Park on Sunday, May 21, 2023 at 9:00 a.m. Runners will compete by age category with awards for the winning male and female runners within each division. Walkers are also welcome. Registration forms are available at the library, on the library’s website, or you can register online at raceentry.com. Preregistration is $10 for children (12 & under) and $25 per adult. Same-day registration is $10 for children (12 & under) and $30 per adult. Registration area will be in front of the library. Race packet pickup will be Saturday, May 21 from 10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. in the library parking lot and on race day. For more information see the library’s website.

Children's


